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I. Basis of the report 

1 With regard to the elements of the International application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Articie 14 are referred to in this report as ongmally tiled 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17)): 



Description, Pages 

1 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

-1 .78 received on 31 .03.2004 with letter of 31 .03.2004 

Drawings, Sheets 

1 >22-22/22 as originally filed 

2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority In the 
" language in which the international application was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority In the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of International preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
Intemational preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the intemational application in written form. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the Intemational application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted In the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing sucli amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



.1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-78 

1-78 
1-78 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Form PCTyiPEA/ 409 (January 2004) 




I NTERN ATION AL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/JP 03/ 1 1 595 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 Referenc e is made to the following documents: 

D1 : US-A-5 991 669 (MUELLER JENS-OLAF ET AL) 23 November 1 999 (1999- 
11-23) 

D2: US-A-5 351 776 (LEONHARD ROLF ET AL) 4 October 1 994 (1 994-1 0-04) 
D3: US-B-6 301 5281 (SCHMUCKER CLEMENS ET AL) 9 October 2001 (2001 - 
10-09) 

D4: US-B-6 263 2621 (BOLZ MARTIN-PETER ET AL) 17 July 2001 (2001-07-17) 
D5: DE 1 98 29 1 50 A (BOSCH GMBH ROBERT) 1 3 January 2000 (2000-01 -1 3) 



9. Novelty Ar t -X^l^) and PCT 

2.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claims 1 , 27 and 53 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) 
PCT. 

The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 

A general drive control system provided in a vehicle (title, "...arrangement for 
controlling a vehicle...") including a plurality of actuators (column 3, ,ine 44, 
"consumers") and an energy source common to the actuators (column 3, line 
46, "source"), accomplishing a work by an operation of said plurality of 
actuators consuming energy supplied by said energy source, comprising a 
control apparatus generally controlling drive of said plurality of actuators, with 
amount of drive of each of the plurality of actuators being determined in a 
dimension of work (column 6, table 2) or power as work per unit time (column 
3, lines 57 to 64, "The coordinator ... coordinates the making available and 
the consumption of the resource...", column 4, lines 17 and 18, "...The 
coordinator further asks the sources of the resource as to the available 
potential"). 

Although the applicant argues, that according to claim 1 all actuators provide the 
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respective work or power In the same physical dimension, whereas according to 
D1 mechanical energy and electrical energy have to be considered, the examining 
division is of the opinion that the dimension of power or worl< is the same for 
electrical and mechanical power or work, i.e. J (Joule) or W (Watt=Joule per 
second). Thus, the work or power according to D1 is also determined in the same 
physical dimension for all actuators. 

The argued simultaneous setting of target values for the plurality of actuators Is 
not claimed in claim 1 . 

Thus, all features of claim 1 are already known from the disclosure of D1 . 
Consequently, the subject matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Art. 33(1) 
and(2)PCT. 



2.2 The subject matter of claim 27 differs from the subject matter of claim 1 only in 
that the feature "control apparatus" of claim 1 Is refomnulated as "control means". 
Therefore, the subject matters of claims 1 and 27 are identical. Consequently, the 
above said with respect to the subject matter of claim 1 applies mutatis mutandis 
to the subject matter of claim 27. 

Thus, all features of claim 27 are already known from the disclosure of D1 . 
Consequently, the subject matter of claim 27 Is not new in the sense of Art. 33(1) 
and (2) PCT. 

2.3 Independent method claim 53 defines the purposive use of the apparatus 
according to the subject matter of claim 1 . Therefore, the above reasoning with 
respect to the subject matter of claim 1 applies mutatis mutandis to the subject 
matter of claim 53. 

Thus, all features of claim 53 are already known from the disclosure of D1 . 
Consequently, the subject matter of claim 53 is not new in the sense of Art. 33(1) 
and (2) PCT. 

2.4 Dependent claims 2 to 26, 28 to 52 and 54 to 78 do not contain any features 
which, in combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the 
requirements of the PCT in respect of novelty and/or Inventive step, see 
documents D1 to D5 and the corresponding passages cited In the search report. 



PCT/Separat© SheeV409 (Sheet 2) (EPO-April 1997) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/JP 03/1 1 595 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 

More specifically, D1 also discloses to use work or power as a target value or 
relation for the plurality of actuators, as claimed In claims 2, 3, 28, 29, 54 and 55 
(column 4, lines 34 to 46, and column 6, table 2). 



■q, niarity Art. 6 PCT 

3.1 Although claims 1 and 27 have been drafted as separate Independent claims, they 
appear to relate effectively to the same subject-matter and to differ from each 
other only with regard to the definition of the subject-matter for which protection is 
sought and in respect of the temninology used for the features of that subject- 
matter. The aforementioned claims therefore lack conciseness and as such do not 
meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT. 
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us 5 991 669 A (MUELLER JENS-OLAF ET AL) 
23 November 1999 (1999-11-23) 



Column 1, line 34 to column 7, line 45, 
figures 1 to 3, abstract 



US 5 351 776 A (LEONHARD ROLF ET AL) 
4 October 1994 (1994-10-04) 

Column 8, lines 62 to 67, abstract 

US 6 301 528 Bl (SCHMUCKER CLEMENS ET AL) 
9 October 2001 (2001-10-09) 
Column 2, line 3 to column 5, line 57, 
figures 1 to 3, abstract 



1-14, 

17-38, 

41-62, 
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39,40, 
63,64 
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which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

'C document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

'P* document published prior to the Intemallonat filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



*T later document published after the International fiQng dale 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
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Involve an Inventive step when the document Is taken alone 

■Y* document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 
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ments, such combination being obvious to a person skiDed 
in the art 
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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of Item 1 of first sheet) 



This International Search Report has not been established In respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
1. I Claims Nos.: 

— because tiiey relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. I X I Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the International Application tiiat do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, speclflcalty: 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 



3. I Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted In accordance wltii tine second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box 11 Observatlone where unity of Invention is laclcing (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions In tills International application, as follows: 



1 . I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, tills International Search Report covers all 

searchable claims. 

2. I I As all searchable dalms could be searched witiiout eftort Justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 



3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by ttie applicant, this International Search Report 
■ — I covers only tiiose claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by ttie applicant Consequentiy, this intemational Search Report Is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned In the dalms; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest | [ The additionai search fees were accompanied by ttie applicants protest 

I I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISAA 210 



Continuation of Box 1.2 



Present claims 1 to 72 relate to an extremely large number of possible 
general drive control systems and general drive control methods for 
machines, respectively. Support within the meaning of Article 6 PCT 
and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT Is to be found, 
however, for only a very small proportion of the general drive control 
systems and the general drive control methods for machines claimed. 

In the present case, the claims so lack support, and the application so 
lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed 
scope Is Impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for 
those parts of the claims which appear to be supported and disclosed, 
namely those parts relating to the general drive control systems and 
general drive control methods for machines, wherein the machine Is a 
vehicle, as claimed In claims 23, 47, and 71, respectively. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to Inventions In respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
International preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
Is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority 1s normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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